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Activity: Town planning

A town planner is looking through a number of planning applications to build on a vacant plot of land.

Unfortunately, in different drafts people have used different scales.

The town planner needs to ‘convert’ each plan to show what the buildings would measure in real life.

Look at the buildings shown below and convert them to their actual measurements in real life. You will have to measure each side of the drawings to get the correct real-life measurements. Record the measurements on the length and width of the buildings (approximate to the nearest cm when measuring).

	Detached house

scale

1 cm = 10 m
	
	School

scale

1 cm = 20 m

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Semi-detached house

scale

2 cm = 10 m
	
	Mini-mart

scale

2 cm = 15 m

	
	
	


Extension activity

If you have successfully converted each building to its actual dimensions, decide on a uniform scale for every building and draw the buildings to that scale onto graph or squared paper.
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